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SERMON XXL
Christ the only Reft for the Weary and

Heavy-Laden.

Matthew xi. 2 S(.

Ccjne unto ;;.v, allye that are weary and heavy laden y and

I will give you rejl,

NOTHING is more generally known than the duties

which belong to chriftianity ; and yet, how amazing is

it, nothing is lefs practifed ? There is much of it in name

and (hew, but little of it in the heart and convcrfation ; in-

deed, if going to church, and to the facrament, or, if our

being called after the name of Chr.ist, and being baptized

into that name ; if that will make us chriftians, I believe all

of us would have a claim thereto : but if it confifts in the

heart, that there muft be an inward principle wrought in us

by faith ; that there muft be a change of the whole nature,

a putting oft the old man with his deeds, a turning from fin

unto God, a cleaving only unto the Son of Righteoufnefs ;

and that there muft be a new birth, and we experience the

pangs thereof; and that you muft feel yourfelves weary and

heavy laden with your fms, before you will feek for dclivcr-

an£e from them j if this is to be the cafe, if there is fo much

in being children of God, alas ! how many who pleafe ihem-

felves with an outfide fhew, a name to live whilft they arc

dead ; and how few that have any (hare in this fpiritual ftate,

in this true and living name ? How few are they who are

weary and heavy laden with their fms, and feek to Christ

for reft ? They fay, in a formal cuftomary manner, we are

finners, and there is no heulih in us j but how few feel thcm-

felves
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fclves finners, and are fo oppreft in their own fpirits, that

they have no quiet nor reft in them, becaufe of the burden of
their fins, and the weight that is fallen and lays on their

minds ?

Under thefe burdens, thefe heavy burden?, they arc at a

lofs what to do whereby they may obtain relt ; they fly to

their works, they go to a minifter, and he tells them ti

read, to pray, and meditate, and take the facrament : thuj

they go away, and read, and pray, and meditate almoft with

out ceafing, and never neglect the facrament whenever there is

an opportunity for the taking of it. Well, when the poor

foul has done all this, it ftill finds no eafe, there is yet no re-

lief : Well, what muft you do then ? To lie ftill under the

burden they cannot, and to get rid of it they cannot : O what
muft the burdened foul do ! Why, goes to the clergyman

again, and tells him the cafe, and what it has done, and that

it is no better. Well, he afks, have you given alms to the

poor ? Why no. Then go and do that, and you will find

reft. Thus the poor finner is hurried from duty to duty, and

ftill finds no reft : all things are uneafy and difquiet within,

and there remains no reft in the foul. And if it was to jro

through all the duties of religion, and read over a thoufand

manuals of prayers, none would ever give the foul any reft;

nothing uill, until it goes to the Lord Jesus Christ, for

there is the only true reft ; that is the reft which abideth, and

will continue for ever. It is not in your own works, nor in

your endeavours : no ; when Christ comes into your fouls,

he pardons you, without any refpect to your works, either

paft, prefent, or to come.

From the worJs, my brethren^ I have now read, I Ihall

I. Shew you who are the weary and heavy laden.

II. Inquire what is meant by coming to Christ. And,

in. Conclude with exhorting you to accept of the invita-

tion which the Lord Jf.sus Christ gives unto you to

come unto him, with the afturance of finding ruft.

F'lrJ}^ I am to (hew you, who are the weary and heavy-

laden.

y 3
And
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And here it will be neceflary to confider who are not ; and

then, to confider who they are that are really fo.

I. Thofe who think thenifelves good enough, and are

pleafed that they are not fo bad as others, thefe are not weary

or heavy laden.

No, thefe Pharifees are not thus troubled ; they laugh and

jeft at thofe wlio talk of feeling their fins, and think there is

IK) occafion to make fo much ado about religion : it is to be

righteous over-much, and the means to deflroy yourfelves.

They think if they do but mean well, and fay their prayers,

as they call them, it is fufficient : though they may fay a

prayer, yea, thoufands of prayers, and all the while be only

oftering up the facrifice of fools. They may call God, Fa-

ther, every day, when it is only mocking of God, and offer-

ing up falfe fire unto him ; and it would be juft for him to

ferve them, as he did Nahab and Ah'ihu^ deftroy them, cut

them off from the face of the earth : but he is waiting to be

gracious, and willing to try a little longer, whether you will

bring forth any thing more than the leaves of an outward

piofeffi )n, v;hich is not all that the Lord requires : no, he

wants the heart \ and unlcfs you honour him with that, he

does not regard your mouths, when the other is far from

him. You may fay over your prayers all your lives, and yet

you may never pray over one : therefore, while you flatter

yourfelves you are good enough, and that you are in a ftate

of falvation, you are only deceiving your own fouls, and

haflening on your own defirudion. Come unto him, not as

being good enough, but as vile finners, as poor, and blind, and

paked, and miferable, and then Jesus v/ill have compafHon.

O ye Pharifees, what fruits do ye bring forth ? Why, you

are moral, polite creatures ; you do your endeavours, you do

what you can, and fo Jesus is to make up the reft. You
cfteem yourfelves fine,' rational, and polite beings, and think

it is too unfafhionable to pray j it is not polite enough : per-

haps you have read fome prayers, but knew not how to pray

from your hearts j no, by no means : that was being righte-

ous over-much indeed.

But when once you are fenfible of your being loft, damned

creatures, and fe hcU gaping ready to receive you ; if God
was but to cut the thread of life, O then, then you would cry

^arneilly
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earneflly unto the Lord to receive you, to open the door of

mercy unto you ; your tones would then be chanecd, you
would no more flatter yourfclvcs with your abilities and good
wiflies : no, you would fee how unable you were, how inca-

pable to fave yourfdves; that there is no fitnefs, no free will

in you : no fitnefs, but for eternal damnation, no free will

but that of doing evil ; and that when you would do o^ood,

evil is prefent with you, and the thing that ye would not,

that do ye. He knows the fecret intent of every heart ; and
this is a pleafure to you, my dear brethren, who come on
purpofe to meet with him, though it be in a field. And,
however fome may efteem me a mountebank, and an enthu-

fiaft, one that is only going to make you methodically mad ;

they may breathe out their invectives againft me, yet Christ
knows all ; he takes notice of it, and 1 fhall leave it to him
to plead my caufe, for he is a gracious Mafter : I have al-

ready found him fo, and am fure he will continue fo. Ven-
geance is his, and he will repay it. Let them revile me ; let

them caft me out of their fynagogues, and have my name in

reproach, I (hall not anfwer them by reviling again, or in

fpeaking evil againft them : no, that is not the Spirit of

Christ, but meeknefs, patience, long-fufFering, kind-

nefs, &:c.

Ye pharifees, who are going about to eftablifli your own
righteoufnefs ;

you, who are too polite to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ in fincerity and truth

;
you, who are all for

a little fhew, a little outfide work j who lead moral, civil,

decent lives, Christ will not know you at the great day,

but will fay unto you, O ye Pharifees, was there any place

for me in your love ? Alas ! you are full of anger and malice,

and felf-will
;

yet you pretended to love and ferve me, and to

be my people : but, however, I defpife you ; I, who am God,
and knoweth the fecret of all hearts ; I, who am truth itfelf,

the faithful and true witnefs, fay unto you, " Depart from me,

ye workers of iniquity, into that place of torment, prepared

for the devil and his angels." Good God ! and muft thefe

difcreet polite creatures, who never did any one harm, but

led fuch civil, decent lives, muft they fuffer the veno^cance of

eternal fire ? Cannot their righteous fouls be faved ? Where
then muft the finner and the ungodly appear ? Where wilt

thou, O fabbath-breakcr, appear, thou, who canft take thy

U 4 pleafure.
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pleafure, thy recreation, on the Lord's- day, ivho rcfufcfl: to

hear the word of God, who wilt not come to church to be

jnftrucled in the ways of the Lord ? Where will you, O
ye adulterers, fornicators, and fuch-like of this generation

appear ? Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge, and

them he will condemn. Then you will not call thefe tricks

of youth : no, but you will call on the rocks and the moun-

tains to fall on you, to hide you from the fury and anger of

the Lord. Where wilt thou, O man, appear, that takes

pleafure in making a mock of fin, who defpifeft all reproof,

who throws about thy jefts as a madman does fire, and afks

whether thou art not in fport ? Where wilt thou, O man,

appear, that makes it thy bufinefs to preach againft the chil-

dren of the Mod High ; thou, who art inventing methods in

order to (lop the progrefs of the gofpel, and ufing thy utmoft

power to quafh the preaching thereof; who art raifing of evil

reports againfl the difciples of Christ, and efleemeft thetn

rnadmcn, fools, fchifmatics, and a parcel of rabble ? Thou,

O man, with all thy letter-learning, wilt furely fee the judg-

ment-feat of Christ, though, perhaps, forely againft your

will ; to be cafi by him into eternal fire, a place prepared for

the devil and his angels. There is a burning tophet kindled

by the fury of an avenging God, which will never, never be

quenched. The devil longs to embrace you in his helbfh

arms, whenever the fentence is paft, where you muft for

ever bear the weight of your fin : there is no redemption

then ; the day of grace is paft ; the door of hope is fhut

;

mercy will be no more ofi-ercd, but you mud be fhut out

from God for ever. O who can dwell with everlafling

burnino;s I

However you may think of hell, indeed it is not a painted

fire ; it is not an imagination to keep people in awe : then,

then you will feel the power of the almighty srm. If you

will not lay hold on his golden fceptre, he will break you

with his iron rod. O ye Pharifees, who are now To good, (a

much better than others, how will ye ftand before Christ,

when dreft in his glory as judge? You Arians, may now

defpife his divmity ; then you Ihall have a proof of it; he

will (hew, that he has all power, and that he was no fubor-

dinate Godj he will (hew you that he has all power in heaven

antl
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and earth; that he was King of kings, nnd Lord of lords;

that he was the mighty God, the everlaft.ng Father; and

this power that he has, he will exercife in prefcrving you to

no other end, but to punifh you for ever, llius you, who
pleafe yourfelves with being good enough now, who are net

weary and heavy laden with a fenfe of your fins here, will be

weary and heavy laden with a fcnfe of your punifhnient here-

after.

2. Thofe, my brethren, arc not weary and heavy laden

with a fenfe of their fins, who can delight thcmfelves in the

police entertainments of the age, and follow the llnful diver-

fions of life.

Now they can go to balls and afTemblies, play-houfes and

horfe-racing ; they have no thought of their fms ; they know
not what it is to weep for fm, or humble themfe'ves under

the mighty hand of God ; they can laugh away their for-

rows, and Ting away their cares, and drive away thefe melan-

choly thoughts ; they are too polite to entertain any fad

thoughts ; the talk of death and judgment is iricfome to

them, becaufe it damps their mirth ; they could not endure to

think of their fm and danger; they could not go to a play,

and think of hell ; they could not go quietly to a mafquerade,

?.nd think of their danger ; they could not go to a ball or an

allembly in peace, if they thought of their fms.

And fo it is proved, even to a demonftration, that thcfe

are not weary and heavy laden : for if they are not thought-

ful about their fms, they will never be weary and heavy laden

of them. But at the day of judgment all will be over : they

fhall lofe all their carnal mirth, all their pleafurc, all their

delight will be gone for ever.

They will fay then of their laughter, it is mad ; and of

mirth. What doft thou ? Their merry conceits, and witty

jefts againfl: the poor dcfpifed pco})le of God, arc then over.

Their mirth was but as the crackling of thorns up.der a pot

;

it made a great blaze and unfeemly noife for a while, but it

was prefently gone, and will return no more.

They think now, that if they were to fid or to pray, and

meditate and mourn, they (hould be righteous over much, and

deilroy themfelves ; their lives would be a continual trouble,

and it would make them run mad. Alas, my brethren, what

mifcry muil that life be, where tlicre is no mure i-neafant days,

no
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Dd more balls or plays, no cards or dice, thofe wafters of

precious time, no horfc-racing and cock-fighting, from

whence no good ever came, unlcfs abufing God Almight3*s

creatures, and puuing them to that ui"^ which he never de-

figned them, can be called fo. How miferable will your life

be, when all your joys are over, when your pleafures are all

paft, and no more mirth or paftime ? Do you ihi/ik. there is

one merry heart in hell ? one pleafing countenance ? or jett-

ing, fcoffing, fwearing tongue ? A fermon now is irkfome :

the offer of i'alvation, by the blood of Jesus Christ, is now

termed enthufiafm ; but then you would give thouiands of

worlds, if in your power, for one tender of mercy, for one

offer of grace, which now you fo much defpife.

Now, you are not weary of your diverfions, nor are you

heavy laden with the fins, with which they are accompanied;

but then you will be weary of your puniOiment, and the ag-

gravation which attends it. Your cards and dice, your

hawks and hounds, and bowls, and your pleafant fports, will

then be over. What nurth wilj you have in remembering

your fports and diverfions ? I u^ould not have you miftake

me, and fay, I am only preaching death and damnation to

you ; I am only fhewing you what will be the confequence of

continuing in thefe fmful pleafures ; and if the devil does not

hurry you away with half a fermon, I fiiall {hew you how to

avoid thefe dangers, which I now preach up as the effed of

fin unrepented of. I mention ,this, left you fhould be hur-

ried away by the devil : but be not offended, if I point out

unto you more of the terrors which will attend your following

ihefe polite and fafhionable entertainments of the prefent age,

and of not being weary and heavy laden with a fenfe of your

fins.

They who delight in drinking wine to excefs, and who
are drunkards, what bitter draughts will they have inftead of

wine and ale ? The heat of luft will be then alfo abated ;

they will no more fmg the fong of the drunkard j no more

fpend their time in courting their miftrcffes, in lafcivious dif-

courfe, in amorous fongs, in wanton dalliances, in brutifh

defilements : no, thefe are all over j and it will but prick each

other to the heart to look one another in the face. Then
they will wifh, that inftead of finnijig together, they had

praytd
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prayed together ; had frequented religious fccletlcs • had
ftirred up each other to love and holincfs, and endeavoured

'to convince each other of the evil of fin, and how obnoxious

they are to the wrath of God ; and the neceflity of bcin?

weary and heavy laden with a fenfe thereof; that they miaht
have efcaped the puniftiment which they fufler, by their fol-

lowing the fmful and polite diverfions of the age they fell

into. But as it was againft God himfelf they had finned, fo

no lefs than God will punilh them for their offences : he
hath prepared thefe torments for his enemies ; his continual

anger will ftill be devouring of them ; his breath of inJio-na-

tion will kindle the flame ; his wrath will be a continual bur-

den to their fouls. Woe be to him who falls under the ftrokc

of the Almighty !

Thus they are not weary and heavy laden with their fins,

who can follow the polite and falhionable entertainments of

the age. But,

Seccndly^ I am to (hew you what it is to be weary and heavy

laden with fins. And

1. You may be faid, my brethren, to be weary and heavy

laden, when your fins are grievous unto you, and it is with
grief and trouble you commit them.

You, who are awakened unto a fenfe of your fins, who fee

how hateful they are to God, and how they lay you open to

his wrath and indignation, and would willingly avoid them -

who hate yourfelves for committing them ; when you are

thus convinced of fin, when you fee the terrors of the law,

and are arraid of his judgments ; then you may be faid to be

weary of your fins. And O how terrible do they appear when
you are firft awakened to a fenfe of them ; when you fee no-

thing but the wrath of God ready to fall upon you, and you

are afraid of his judgments 1 O how heavy is your fin to you
then I Then you feel the vveight thereof, and that it is

prievous to be borne.o
2. When you are obliged to cry out under the burden of

your fins, and know not what to do for relief; when this is

your cafe, you are weary of your fins. It docs not confifl: in a

wearinefs all of a fudden : no, it is the continual burden of

your foul, it is your grief and concern that you cannot live

y/ithout offending GoD, and finning againft him ; and thefe

fins
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fins are fo many and fo great, that you fear they will not be

forgiven.

I come, Secondly-^ to fhew you what is meant by coming to

Christ.

It is not, my brethren, coming with your own works : no,

you muft come in full dependance upon the Lord Jesus

Christ, looking on him as the Lord who died to fave fm-

ners : Go to him, tell him you are loft, undone, miferabJe

fmners, and that you deferve nothing but hell ; and when

you thus go to the Lord Jesus Christ out of yourfelf, in

full dependance on the Lord Jesus Christ, you will find

him an able and a willing faviour : he is pleafed to lee finners

coming to him in a fenfe of their own unworthinefs ; and

when their cafe feems to be moft dangerous, moft diftrefled,

then the Lord in his mercy ftcps in and gives you his grace

;

he puts his Spirit within you, takes away your heart of ftone,

^nd gives you a heart of fle(h. Stand not out then againft

this Lord, but go unto him, not in your own ftrength, but

in the ftrength of Jesus Christ.

And this brings mc. Thirdly^ to confider the exhortation

Christ gives unto all of you, high and low, rich and poor,

one with another, to come unto him that you may have reft.

And if Jesus Christ gives you reft, you may be fure it

will be a reft indeed; it will be fuch a reft as your foul wants ;

it will be a reft which the world can neither give nor take

away. O come all of ye this night, and you fliall find reft :

Jesus Christ hath promifed it. Here is a gracious invita-

tion, and do not let a little rain hurry you away from the

hearing cf it ; do but confider what the devil and damned

fpirits would give to have the offer of mercy, and to accept of

Christ, that they may be delivered from the torments they

labour under, and muft do fo for ever ; or, how pleafin^

would this rain be to them to cool their parched tongues ;

but they are denied both, while you have mercy offered to

you
J

free and rich mercy to come to Christ : here is food

for your fouls, and the rain is to bring forth the fruits of the

earth, as food for your bodies. Here is mercy upon mercy.

Let
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Let me befecch you to come unto Christ, and he will

give you reft : you fliall find reft unto your fouls. Q you
my weary, burthencd brethren, do but go to Christ Id this

manner, and though you go to him weary, you fhall find reft

before you come from him : let not any thing fhort of the

Lord Jesus Christ be your reft ; for wherever you fcek

you will be difappointed ; but if you do but feelc unto the

Lord Jesus Christ, there you wUl find a fulnefs of every

thing which your weary foul wants. Go to him this

night ; here is an invitation to all you who are weary fouls.

He does not call you, O Pharifees ; no, it is only you
weary finners 5 and fure you will not ftay from him, but ac-

cept of his invitation ; do not delay ; one moment may be

dangerous : death may take you off fuddenly. You know not

but that a fit of the apoplexy may hurry you from time into

eternity : therefore, be not for flaying till you have fome-

thing to bring ; come in all your rags, in all your filthincf^j

in ail your diftrelFes, and you will foon find Jesus Christ
ready to help, and to relieve you : he loves you as well in

your rags, as in your beft garments ; he regards not your

drefs ; no, do but come unto him, and you Ihall foon find

reft for your fouls.

What fay you ? Shall I tell my Mafter you will come
unto him, and that you will accept him on his own .terms.

Let me, my brethren, befeech you to take Jesus without

any thing of your own righteoufnefs : for if you expert to mix

any thing of yourfelf with Christ, you build upon a fandy

foundation ; but if you take Christ for your reft, he will

be that unto you. Let me befeech you to build upon this

rock of ages. O my brethren, think of the gracious inrita-

tion, " Come unto me," to Jesus Christ: it is he that

calls you : And will you not go f

Come, come unto him. If your fouls were not immortal,

and }»ju in danger of lofing them, I would not thus fpeak

unto you 3 but the love of your fouls conftrains me to fpeak :

methinks this would conftrain me to fpeak unto you for ever.

Come then by faith, and lay hold of the Lord Jesus :

though he be in heaven, he now calleth thee. Come, all ye

d;-unkards, fwearcrs, fabbath-breaki\''s, adulterers, fornicators

;

Gome, all ye feoffors, harlots, thieves, and murderers, and

3,

'

J^s^'^
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Jesus Christ will fave you ; he will give you reft, if yoy

are weary of your fins. O come lay hold upon him. Had I

lefs love for your fouls, I might fpeak lefs ; but that love qf

God, which is fhed abroad in my heart, will not permit me
to leave you, till I fee whether you will come to Christ or

no, O for your life receive him, for fear he may never call

you any more. Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; it may be

this night the cry may be made. How would you bear thisy

if you vere fure to die before the morning light ? God
grant you may begin to live, that when the king of terrors

fhall come, you may have nothing to do but to commit your

fouls into the hands of a faithful Redeemer.

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Holy Ghoft, be all honour, praifes, dominion, and

power, henceforth and for evermore, Jmen^ Amen,

SERMOM


